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WHAT NEXT2 USING DATA TO SUPPORT LEARNING: FACILITATOR GUIDE

Overview: The purpose of this activity is to help participants understand the connection between collecting
assessment information and improving children’s learning.

Option 1: Participants work in pairs. They practice making observations and then use those observations to identify
the next steps in supporting children’s learning.

Directions: Distribute the What Next? Using Data to Support Learning handout and review the directions. Use the
PowerPoint file for this learning activity to show the six slides of children engaged in daily classroom activities. For
each slide, pause and have participants write a brief description of the child’s skill. Next, ask participants to use that
information to identify what they would do next to support the child’s learning.

Option 2: Participants compare activity cards with each other to match the photos, assessment observations, and
next steps that go together. Then they work together (in threes) to add their own ideas to support children’s learning.

Directions: Before the training, print out the activity cards on the next two pages and cut out each individual card.
There are six sets of cards: each set includes a photo, an assessment observation, and a “next learning steps.” (You may
paste them to index cards, if you wish, or print on heavier paper.) Make an activity card for each participant.

Ask participants to show their cards to each other until they have found the three cards that go together for each set.
Have them work together (in threes) to think of additional “next steps.”

Then, using the PowerPoint file for this learning activity, show the slides for each photograph of the children. Pause after
each photograph and ask participants to share with the larger group their observations and additional next steps.
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For more information, contact us at: NCQTL@QUW.EDU or 877-731-0764

This document was prepared under Grant #90HC0002 for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration

for Children and Families, Office of Head Start, by the National Center on Quality Teaching and Learning.
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WHAT NEXT2 USING DATA TO SUPPORT LEARNING

Overview: The purpose of this activity is to think about the connection between collecting assessment information
and improving children’s learning. In this activity, you will practice making brief observations of children’s behaviors
and then identifying the next steps to support their learning.

Directions: The following photographs show children in daily classroom activities. For each photograph, write a brief
description of the skill the child is showing. Next, use that information to identify what you would do next to support
the child’s learning.

Observation:

Next learning steps:

Observation:

Next learning steps:

Observation:

Next learning steps:
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Observation:

Next learning steps:

Observation:

Next learning steps:

Observation:

Next learning steps:

For more information, contact us at: NCQTL@QUW.EDU or 877-731-0764
This document was prepared under Grant #90HC0002 for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration
for Children and Families, Office of Head Start, by the National Center on Quality Teaching and Learning.
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